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This Week at St. Mark’s 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Coffee Sales 
Doughnut & Coffee Connection 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Mardi Gras Lunch 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
9:00a Spiritual Journaling 
9:30a Faith Circle - Joann Feltz 
9:30a Piano Tuning 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
Ash Wednesday 
9:15a WVMTA Meeting 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
11:00a Imposition of Ashes 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:30p Imposition of Ashes 
7:30p Imposition of Ashes 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
6:30p Al-Anon 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
1 Lent 
3:30p Whitson/Zac Wedding 
5:00p Worship 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
1 Lent 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:00a First Communion Class 
10:30a Worship 
10:30a Matile Baptism 
11:45a Council Meeting 
11:45a Matile Baptism Lunch 
3:00p Waubonsee Valley Music Teachers  
Association Recital  
 
 
 

 PADS - See Welcome Center For More Info 

 Feed My Starving Children - Feed the Need 

 

  

Souper Bowl of Caring - February 6th & 7th 
 

Last year more than 6,711 groups participated na-
tionwide and together raised $8,096,951. 100% of 
all the money received supports the needs in local 
communities. 
 

More than $90 milllion has been collected since the 
movement began in 1990 and St. Mark’s has par-
ticipated since 1997. Look for soup kettles in the Narthex Super/Souper Bowl 
weekend. All of the money received supports our ministry at Hesed House. 

  

 Lutherland Tour 2017 

 Senior High Bake Sale 
 
 
 

 

 New Office Hours 

 Giving Tree Thank You 
 
 
 

 

 Mardi Gras Service & Luncheon 

 Adult Fellowship - Ash Wednesday  

 Lenten Opportunity Coming 

 Family Lenten Calendar 

 

  

 

Ash Wednesday - February 10th 
 

Our worship times for Ash 
Wednesday are: 11:00am, 
5:30pm, and 7:30pm. There 
will be Holy Communion,  
music, and the imposition of 
ashes at all services. The 
5:30pm service is designed for 
families with young children. 

Lenten Opportunity Coming! 
Join us for Into the Wild: a Lenten Liturgy and Intergenerational Study on  
Hunger. Together we will follow Jesus into the wilderness and reflect on our own 
journey into the “wild place” of the world where we encounter human need, 
abuse of power, risk, and God’s grace. 
 

This Lenten series consists of responsive liturgies and interactive lessons  
building on themes found in Luke 4:1-21. There are opportunities for all ages to 
participate. The format will be different than other studies, we hope that you will try it! No previous  
experience is needed. There will be 5 classes on will Tuesdays, beginning on February 16th. The 
morning class will be from 10:00 - 11:30am and the evening class will be from 6:00 - 7:30pm, this 
includes a soup supper. Each participate will receive an “Into the Wild” folder with the liturgy and  
lessons for the whole season. There are no materials to purchase. Stay tuned for more details! 

Lutherland Tour 2017 - Informational Meeting on February 23rd
 

We are putting together a two legged awesome tour to walk in the footsteps of 
Martin Luther in the 500th anniversary of the reformation in mid-June of 2017. 
Also for those who desire, we were given the opportunity to participate in the 
Luther Choral Festival in the Berliner Dom Cathedral. You can choose to do 
both, or only choose the land tour without the Choral Festival.  Either 
way, this will be the trip of a lifetime to see most of the Martin Luther and  
reformation sites and many of the Johann Sebastien Bach sites during the 
500th anniversary of the reformation. There will be an information meeting 
on Tuesday, February 23rd, and more information will be coming shortly  
regarding our itinerary, the cost, etc. If you are interested in the trip please 
sign up at the Welcome Center in the Narthex to obtain more information.  

Lent Begins February 10th…But First We Have Mardi Gras!  
Sunday, February 7th, The Transfiguration of our Lord marks the end of the Epiphany Season and serves as a  bridge into the 
Season of Lent as we put away the Alleluias. Please join us for a festival farewell to Epiphany, enjoy some Dixieland music and 
Cajun food. Lunch will follow the 10:30am service in the Sanctuary Hall. Child friendly food will also be available. 

PADS 
During January and February, we are collecting nonperishable items for our PADS dinners in 2016. There are shopping lists available 
at the Welcome Center. You many choose to purchase items or donate money and we will make the purchases for you. Donation  
envelopes are available in pews and at the Welcome Center. Thank you to those who have already donated. The next PADS dinner will be 
on March 12th, please join us and sign up at the Welcome Center. 

Feed the Need - Last Weekend to Sign-Up 
Over the last four years, thousands of volunteers from the greater Naperville area have come  
together to pack more than 1.9 million meals to feed thousands of malnourished children around the 
world. The impact of the meals is global and local at the same time. On February 20th and 21st, at 
the recreation center at North Central College in Naperville, area volunteers will help Feed the Need reach their 1,000,000 meal goal. The St. Mark’s 
Outreach Team is excited for our congregation to be apart of this community outreach. Feed My Starving Children has been a favorite for volunteers from 
St. Mark’s, please pray for the success of this ministry and consider a way to participate either as a volunteer or a financial supporter. This is the last 
weekend to sign-up at the Welcome Center and go to: feedtheneedillinois.org for more information.  

Senior High - Coffee and Baked Goodies 
Every 2nd Sunday of the month, the Senior High Youth  
Ministry hosts a bake sale to help raise funds for their mission 
and projects. Every summer the teens go on a mission trip, and 
the money you donate will help with their expenses. In addition 
to the delicious treats and baked goodies, there is coffee too. 
Sometimes, we are blessed with some canned goods made by 
our very own Eleanor Rzeminski to whom we are very grateful! 
Stop by for some fellowship with the teens and to purchase something tasty to take home or something 
to eat right away as breakfast! The next bake sale will be on Sunday,February 14th. As always, your 
support is greatly appreciated! 

Adult Fellowship - Ash Wednesday 
Adult Fellowship will meet at the 11:00am church service on Ash Wednesday, February 10th. We will have lunch at Harner’s in North Aurora at 12:15pm. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center. Any questions, please call Joann Feltz at (630) 466-4180. 

New Office Hours 
Starting immediately the church office will be open Monday thru Friday from 9am 
until 4pm daily. If you need assistance outside of these times please see the Staff 
Directory on the back of this Courier and leave a message or send an email to the 
appropriate person.  

Family Lenten Calendar 
Please view and discuss the family discussion guide for Lent titled, “Into the Wild: A Lenten Liturgy 
and Intergeneration Study on Hunger”. It can be found on the “Worship” page of our website. The  
discussion starters are based on the themes of faith, hope, service, and hunger will help you continue 
the conversation at home with your family after the liturgy and lessons we’ll be learning at St. Mark’s. 



February 6th & 7th, 2016 

Welcome! 
 

We’ve been waiting for you! Our mission at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church is to proclaim Christ’s Abundant Love. 
We are called to reach out to persons of all ages and life 
situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, 
to invite you to be our companion on the spiritual journey 
as we discover together the ways that Christ is offering 
hope, healing, and a renewed sense of meaning for our 
lives. 
 

If you are not a member, we would love to talk to you about our ministry.  We invite you to 
talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the church entrance. 
 

May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer to Christ and His 
Abundant Love! 

Today’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

As we move into the month of February we begin 
with the final weekend in the Season of 
Epiphany. The Transfiguration of our Lord is the 
bridge to the Season of Lent. Peter, James, and 
John journey with Jesus to the top of a mountain 
to pray. As Jesus is praying he is transfigured, his face glows and his clothes dazzle. Moses 
and Elijah appear to talk with Jesus about his departure, his death, another Exodus. Like these 
great prophets Jesus is called to lead the people in a new direction. 
 

Jesus shared this prophetic call with those early friends, and he shares the call with us. How 
does the ministry of Jesus, his words and life’s work, change us so that we too can walk in a 
new direction? 

 
Next Week’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

Lent is a time of journey, reflection, and ritual. 
 

We remember the journey of the Israelites out of Egypt and into the desert. We remember 
Jesus’ journey into the wilderness to be tempted. Our own lives reflect those journeys – 
journeys with others, passage through challenging times and time of loss, crossing from one 
stage of life to another. What  are some rituals you find meaningful in response to all God gives 
and provides?? 
 

Think of some wilderness or desert times in your life. As you look back, how were they 
nurturing? What did you learn? How did you grow? 

For More Information… 
Please call the appropriate St. Mark’s staff member or email them if you have questions about the 
following areas of ministry. You may also visit our web site for more information about St. Mark’s. 
 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman Ext. 15 pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Paul Olson (Will return March 6th) Ext. 13 polson@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Bell Choir Director 
Kari Reiseck Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Support Staff 
Deb Arcilla Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Ed Malert  Ext. 12 emalert@stmarksaurora.net  
 Facility Manager 
Nicole Ferrier Ext. 27 nferrier@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Communications 
Terese Ruppel                                          630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz                                                     Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

Jim Erickson                                               630-897-0291 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 
Merrilee Parkhurst                                    630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
 Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), Preston Runyan (Treasurer), Rick Jansen (Property), Jeanne Flynn (Care & 
Nurture), Julie Simpson (Stewardship), Nicole Ferrier (Welcoming), Lindsay Meyer (Small Groups), 
Heather Rehg (Worship) 

 

Prayers 

 

5:00pm  Grant Allen, Ron Cunz, Kyle Dea, Beth Edwards, Gary Francis, Susan Iwert, Ryan Johnson, 
Leslie Jordan, Mary Kenner, Christopher Knight, Stephanie Lee  

  

9:00am  Kevin Acuff, Kenneth Angell, Lorraine Angell, Barb Barrett, Karen Bausch, Sharon Bertoglio, 
Mary Jo Billman, Barbara Bleke, John Carlson, Kalynn Carlson, Robert Chase, Shephani Damron, Bob 
DePaul, Lonnie Grimes, Doreen Hemperly, Brian & Carla Johnson, Carol Martinez, Thomas Pall, Doris 
Park, Pat Paulus, Jocelynn Probst, Lorand Szekely, Jack Treadman 
 

10:30am  Cheryl Ayers, Brooke Bess, Nicole & Dylan Ferrier, Jennifer Franke, Joanne Jaycox,   
Angelo Magnavite, Leon Malinowski, Joshua Maxwell, Lucinda Mosley & family  

 

Continuing Care  Frank Anaya, Laurie Dunn, Tad Dyer, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren, Julie Michaels, 
Grant Oestriech, Bob & Wendy Overstreet, Bessie Sclavos, Charlie Walters 

 

Paul’s Ministry  We give thanks to God for the staff, congregation, and ministries at St. James 
Lutheran Church in Lake Forest, IL. 

 

 Check us out online! 
 Head to www.stmarksaurora.net to find online versions of both 
the Courier and Vineyard, and “Like” St. Mark’s on Facebook to 

get the latest updates about our events and programming! 

Submissions for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon for that 
weekend’s publication. Submissions for the February Vineyard are due by 
noon on Monday, February 8th. Submissions will be added in the order in 
which they are received. Early submissions are always welcomed! 
 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Nicole Ferrier at:  
nferrier@stmarksaurora.net or place handwritten articles in her mailbox. If you have any questions 
please email or call Nicole at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27.  
 

Please send all 2016 photos from any St. Mark’s ministry or event to: smyearinreview@gmail.com. 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Ill inois 60506 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
Office Hours: Mon - Fri / 9:00am - 4:00pm Proclaiming Christ's Abundant Love 

Giving Tree Thank You 
Dear Mrs. Toynton and the Congregation of St. Mark’s, 
 

On behalf of LSSI, we would like to sincerely  thank 
you for donating gifts for the Lutheran Social Services 
Christmas Giving Tree and for helping put a Christmas smile on the faces of our children who are 
placed in Foster Care. 
 

The children who are referred to our agency have already had some rough transitions in their lives, and 
our Child Welfare Caseworkers work tirelessly all year round to provide them with safe and stable 
homes.  
 

Your Christmas gifts have helped give each child a Christmas gift of their own. Their excitement, 
smiles, and gratitude is priceless. You have played an essential role to make this possible, and we 
sincerely appreciate your donations. Thank you very much for being a part of our Giving Tree. 
 

Sincerely,  
Laura Vargas - Program Director 


